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Dream Camp - Trinity College

Angelica Quiroz

Angelica is presently a sixth-
grade student at Mary Hooker
Elementary School in
Hartford, CT. She is

bilingual, loves Math and
Science, and enjoys swimming
and playing soccer. Born in
Peru, Angelica and her family
moved to CT when she

was just six years old. She
commented on her relationship
with her family by saying that,
“We are very close, when we need something we are
always there for each other...my family is very proud
of me.” Her brother Eduardo, who is 8 years old, also
attends Dream Camp. When asked about Dream
Camp, she said, “It's perfect, | even got special
permission from my principal to attend on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. | learn so much when | come here
and | love spending time with my friends. Thank you!"

Dream Camp - Philadelphia
LaShae Pegram

LaShae participated in her first
summer with Dream Camp in 2005.
The Dream Camp experience was
a life-changing event for her, as
she made a multitude of lifelong
friends and recognized that
dreams can come true. She quickly
made friends within her group,
and by the end of summer, she
knew almost the entire camp! With
her interest in ballet and modern
dance, LaShae found her niche in
Dance class and wowed everyone with her talent.
She eagerly participated in all of the activities that
Dream Camp offered.

During the summer, we came to know LaShae very
well. Her mother passed away over a year ago,

and she openly talked about her feelings and took
comfort in the strong relationship she formed with
her counselor, Maleeca. We also developed a strong
relationship with her aunt. At the end of the summer,
LaShae and her guardian were unsure where she
would attend school in September.

With the support of Dream Camp, her aunt and other
generous individuals, LaShae is currently attending
one of our partner schools, Gesu School, and
participating in our Dream Camp After-school
Program. LaShae had expressed several times that
one of her dreams was to attend a school with other
Dream Campers, where she felt safe and cared for.
In Gesu, LaShae's dream came true. She is currently
in a class with many of her new friends from camp
and is part of a community that encourages and
supports students in all of their endeavors.

ESF Community Service Project Benefits
Dream camp After-School Program

In the true spirit of leadership, teamwork and
responsible citizenship, ESF campers came
together for the second consecutive year to
sponsor a school supply drive to benefit the
children of Dream Camp. At ESF camp sites
in Maryland, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and
Connecticut, campers between the ages of 5
to 15 participated in collecting school supplies
for Dream Camp. The project was incorporated
into their Quest lessons, where ESF's
oldest campers were charged with the task
d= Of developing an advertising and collection
- . strategy for the entire camp community.
Dream Camp - Trinity College Prugram Director Quest, which is part of ESF's Senior Camp
Melissa Soroka bles school kits for curriculum, develops leadership potential in
the Dream Campers in Hartford. students through a series of exercises in
critical thinking and teamwork. By incorporating community service as part of the
curriculum, campers found value in performing meaningful, philanthropic acts for the
benefit of others. Thousands of items were collected, packaged, and shipped to the
Dream Camps in Philadelphia, PA, and Hartford, CT, before camp ended. The ESF
campers collected enough supplies to provide each child in the Dream Camp
After-School programs with a school starter kit, consisting of crayons, pencils, notebooks,
gluesticks, rulers and more. In total, over 200 kits were assembled. Further, the surplus
of supplies will serve as resources for the children to use at the after-school program
throughout the year.

* % * x
Miss Maine Visits Dream Camp—PhlladeIphla

During the first week of the Dream
Camp After-School Program, we
were lucky enough to secure Megan
Beals, the current Miss Maine, to
speak to our students. As part of
Dream Camp's DreamMakers
initiative, where representatives from
various career pathways speak to
the students about their success,
Megan shared with Dream Camp the
story of how she achieved her goal
to be a contestant in the Miss
America Pageant and encouraged
Dream Campers to set goals and
strive to achieve them. As part of her
“Right Decisions, Right Now" presentation, Megan talked about the importance of
making positive choices in life, and asked the children to identify a mentor that has
positively impacted their lives. The children were thoughtful and engaged during her
interactive presentation.

Dream Campers pose with Megan Beals,
the current Miss Maine.

As Miss Maine, Megan has selected “Mentoring to Empower Tomorrow's Leaders” as
her platform, an issue that is of great importance to Dream Camp. Her goal is to draw
attention to the importance of mentoring and youth support programs and encourage
the expansion of these programs to be available to every child in the country.
Additionally, she hopes to develop a network of mentors within the Miss America
organization that will partner with state and local mentoring programs.

In the true spirit of the Miss America organization, Megan communicated the
importance of setting goals and striving to achieve them, but also treated our
students to some entertainment as well! Megan amazed us with her incredible voice
as she sang two songs for us. Before the afternoon was through, Megan distributed
autographed photos and posed for a picture with the children. Dream Camp wishes
Megan the best at the Miss America 2006 Pageant!






Trinity's President, Dr. James Jones, Kicks Off DreamMaker Program

Dream Camp was honored to welcome Dr. James Jones, Jr.,
President of Trinity College, as the first guest speaker of the
DreamMaker Program at Trinity College in Hartford, CT, on
November 14". The DreamMaker Program invites representatives
from various career pathways to visit the students and speak about
their experiences in finding the career of their dreams. The program
was created to enhance the Dream Campers' knowledge about
career choices, as well as to inspire them to begin making positive
decisions that will support their own dreams of success. President

* - *
Dream Camp Visits Cirque du Soleil
On September 217, Dream Campers and their families were treated to a special
performance of the Cirque du Soleil show Varekai, in Hartford, CT. Cirque du
Soleil generously donated 75 tickets to Dream Camp as part of their ongoing

efforts to engage youth in the performing arts, particularly in cities where they
are touring.

Cirque du Soleil is well-known for its unique shows that astound audiences.
Balancing acrobatics and contortionists with hilarious entertainment, anyone who

has seen a Cirque du Soleil performance is amazed not only by the athletic feats of

the performers but the perfection in its presentation. Cirque du Soleil travels the

world to find the best talent possible, and their efforts are rewarded by loyal audiences and

outstanding reviews.

Cirque du Soleil is also highly regarded for its commitment to underserved youth throughout

the globe. They believe in engaging communities where they have a business presence and are
committed to providing opportunities for at-risk youth to experience the arts. As a result, they identify
organizations that are in consonance with their mission and provide them with complimentary
tickets and/or fundraising opportunities. Dream Camp became involved with this effort during
ESF's initial visit to the Cirque du Soleil headquarters in Montreal, Quebec, where Dream Camp
had the opportunity to introduce its program to Cirque's social action department. As a result, when
Cirque du Soleil came to town, they contacted Dream Camp and donated tickets to Varekai. f (%5

Salisbury and Melissa Soroka, the families and members of the Dream Camp Team were amazed
by the performance. Children between the ages of 6 to 15 were invited, and all were equally
captivated by the show, which included performers swinging by the rafters on sheets of cloth, climbing
poles hundreds of feet high, and juggling plates, balls, and hats (all at the same time!). The
outstanding performances and enthusiasm of the families created a truly memorable night for everyone involved.

Jones spoke to the Dream Campers about his career as a leader,
teacher, and student. He talked of his love for education and of those
who inspired him along the way. He encouraged Dream Campers to
ask guestions, and they eagerly obliged, asking President Jones .
about his favorite duties as President of the College, as well as more
specific questions about fundraising and day-to-day life. The visit was
a huge success, and Dream Camp is incredibly grateful for the
support of President Jones in taking the time to speak with and
inspire the Dream Campers!

Dream Camp families assemble outside the Cirque du Soleil
tent before the show begins!

The Dream Camp families had a terrific time at the show. Joined by Dream Camp directors Cari Dm Camp Managing Director,

Cari Salisbury, awaits the
performance with Dream
Camper Amber Pietrycha

After-School Success: Reports from Our Program Directors

Philadelphia Students Chase Their Dreams!

The fall semester of the Dream Camp — Philadelphia After-School Program
kicked off on Monday, October 17*, with fun, educational activities

that have been non-stop since then! The eighty children involved in the
after-school program are showing tremendous academic achievement, while
growing as individuals as they explore the worlds of dance, chess, foreign lan-
guage and painting during enrichment time.

With the start of the Dream Camp Reads Book Challenge, our students raided
our library and selected books to read in an effort to be the top reader at
Dream Camp. As students complete the books they are reading, they must
write book reviews, edit the reviews with their mentors, and turn them into the
Program Director for credit. Excitement is in the air and the book reviews are
coming in! We are sure it will be a close race for the Grand Prize in the Book
Challenge!

Our Dream Campers love to welcome guests to the program, and they were
truly excited to welcome Miss Maine, Megan Beals, in mid-October. This
Miss America hopeful shared her story with our campers and
encouraged them to set goals and strive to achieve them. In
late November, Dream Campers welcomed a fantastic sto-
ryteller, Denise Valentine, whose tales came to life and
inspired students to embrace our history and chase their
dreams! These programs, in addition to the Dream Camp
community service projects and Fitness Fun-Days that promote
health and nutrition, have ensured a spectacular start of the
program. Our students are pumped up, our mentors are ener-
gized and we have a fantastic year in front of us!

workshop.

Dream Campers Yasmin
Duran-lbes and Alyssa = We are happy to announce that this semester we will be implementing a

Rivera make slime
at the Mad Science

Turn It Up At Trinity!

The Dream Camp After-School Program is picking up the pace this year with
new initiatives that encourage Dream Campers to
raise the bar, exceeding the expectations set for
them. We are off to a speedy start with our
Dream Camp Reads Book Challenge, which is
designed to ensure that all Dream Campers are
reading on grade level, while inspiring a love for
reading in each of them. The kids are excited,
racking up the amount of books read and looking
forward to accomplishing their individual and group
goals. Students will be honored throughout the
semester in special awards ceremonies as they
attain reading achievement levels. There are hefty
prizes in store for our top readers!

Pictured here with Program
Driector Melissa Soroka,
Andrew Rivera, last year's
first place winner in the
Dream Camp Reads Book
Challenge, earned himself a
brand new Dell computer.

Here's a brief look at more of our exciting events coming up this semester:
« Dream Campers are discovering their inventive side with Mad Science of
New England. They are learning the basics of polymer structure and

molecular bonding by concocting a slimy, slippery substance for them to

take home.

= As part of our DreamMakers Program we have the President of Trinity
College, Dr. James Jones, speaking to the children about his career
and the choices he made on his path to success. Dr. Jones has
served as President of Trinity College since July 1, 2004.

-

new reading curriculum, After-School KidzLit"™, for the students. After a
lengthy and detailed search for the perfect program, we discovered one
that will meet the needs of all our children. Focusing primarily on literacy
comprehension, we will use hands-on activities to reinforce skills the
children are already learning in school We can't wait to get started!



What’s New!

" _ Dream Camp Approved as Tutoring Provider in Philadelphia

i! y. & Dream Camp — Philadelphia is now a provider of Supplementary Education Services (SES) in the City of Philadelphia. As an SES
¥ e provider, Dream Camp tutors low-income children who attend a Title | school that has not shown adequate yearly progress (AYP)
0 il for at least 3 consecutive years. A provision of the No Child Left Behind Act, SES enables parents to seek out free tutoring services
- for their children.
g &")‘F AfterSchool KidzLit™: Dream Camp’s New Literacy Curriculum
-‘l, " ‘fg In the fall of 2004, Dream Camp unveiled its literacy initiative with the goal of improving student aptitude, as well as inspiring a
- love of reading among its students. To further support this initiative in 2005-06, Dream Camp has implemented AfterSchool
- e KidzLit™ as the cornerstone of its literacy curriculum. An age-appropriate, diverse set of literature with interactive and engaging
_" e activities for the students, AfterSchool KidzLif™ is already getting rave reviews from the Dream Camp mentors and students.
Ty Mentors-In-Training at Trinity College
B - Dream Camp inaugurated its Mentors-In-Training program this fall in Hartford, CT. Modeled after the successful Counselors-In-
& N Training program, the Mentors-In-Training receive homework help at Dream Camp, and then engage the youngest mentees in
: < ::\\ reading and homework assistance. The goal of the program is to develop the leadership potential of our oldest mentees, while
i \,‘ (Y also providing them with academic support.

Dream Camp Web Site
Dream Camp is proud to announce the launch of its new web site at www.esfdreamcamp.org.

Second Annual Dream Camp Reads Book Challenge

For the second year in a row, Dream Camp is challenging its campers to read, read, read. Last year’s grand prize winner in
Philadelphia read 47 books, and collectively, the Dream Campers accumulated over 14, 000 pages read. Grand prize winners at
both sites will be awarded computers at the end of the spring semester!

* % r * + *
Recognizing our Mentors
Dream Camp Families Attend Hartford's Dream Camp is proud to recognize the following individuals who
2nd Annual Independent School Fair serve as mentors in the Dream Camp After-School programs:
s : . Dream Camp - Dream Camp - Dream Camp -
Dream Ca_rnp families attended the City of !-iartrord s 2nd Annual Independent Trinity College: Girard College: Cornerstone Christian
School Fair, hosted by Hartford Mayor Eddie Perez, on October 15", As part of Academy: :
Mayor Perez's initiative to enable more Hartford youth to achieve a four-year Erika Anthony AlbartAlaras Wiis Mo
college degree, the Independent School Fair invited admissions representatives Michael Aryee Maya Avent Consta l-l:
from 18 Connecticut independent schools to provide information to parents. Rebecea Brill Thomas Buchanan D:::y gfmb::fier
At the fair, Dream Camp parents spoke with staff and students from the participating Timothy Cllea"?' AP"H Eagan Reyan Denker
schools, collected application materials, and leared more about the process of koren: Davis hlicolelGarldrl Yesha Bhatt
Maria Dixon Rhonda Greene

applying to an independent school. Seventh and eighth-graders were invited with Elizabeth Emmanuel

their parents, as they explored which high schools would be the best fit for them. EGm")' Ff""i'é“" N;':Ffli :azocmr

Students asked probing questions ranging from sports programs, to academic erm:nz LEEE le o) S'e bl

opportunities, to extra-curricular activities. Parents were interested to learn about Jé;of" e ;:r | C:It',e ,'mf;.son

the schools' environments and opportunities. In 2006, Dream Camp will have fisSne EMCIRY. DISERE | FOES
NV ; : o Vanessa Lee

historic numbers of youth entering high school and beginning to plan and prepare Laiivers Mailliae

for college. In support of their endeavors, Dream Camp plans on introducing Kelly Mearns

college preparation courses, SAT prep, and other activities specifically designed
to engage these students. The Independent School Fair marked an important
milestone for this initiative and for our students.

Alexandra Miller
Heather Moore

P b

Dream Camp at Trinity College mentor

Ivori Smith Maria Dixon with mentee Autumn Henry.
Aleesha Young
{;) Dream Camp - Philadelphia /;) Dream Camp- Trinity College
el Kristine Harper -l Kelly Mearns
> a Kristine Harper joined the Dream 2 a Kelly is currently a sophomore
s Camp Team during the summer of = at Trinity College studying
“< 2005 and quickly became a powerful — Educational Studies and
A LY presence. Her vibrant spirit and b3 Ps_ychoiogy. ypon grgduation, she
« endless energy brought assemblies Y is interested in pursuing a career
““ to life during the summer, and now o in school psychology or special
=1 she has brought that energy o the — education in an urban school.
~—  after-school program at Cornerstone —_— Kelly would also like to join the
<71  Christian Academy. =3 Peace‘ Corps to teach in different
oy e . . . <b) countries around the world. With
~ Kristine graduated from Temple University and began her teaching 7 her strong leadership skills and motivated spirit, Kelly
_; career soon after. She has taught kindergarten and third-grade __]' inspires Dream Campers each day. This year will mark
== students, and is currently a fourth-grade teacher at Sanctuary == Kelly's second with Dream Camp. She is a great role model
<=1 Christian Academy. She particularly loves the positive reinforcement oianf for our children!
;‘;{ and energy that Dream Camp instills in the children. Additionally, she E;“"
9 feels that Dream Camp emphasizes her own mission in life: to take I
- :L the dreams of others and transform them into reality. Dream Camp \ 'i

envisions a bright future with Kristine on the Team!



